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Text: Matthew 20:17-34
The Gospel of Matthew (77)

The Journey to Jerusalem (cont.)
Our current progress through Matthew:

I.  Prologue (chs. 1, 2)

II.  The Kingdom Comes (chs. 3-7)

III.  The Works of the Kingdom (chs. 8-10)

IV.  The Nature of the Kingdom (chs. 11-13)

V.  The Authority of the Kingdom (chs. 14-18)


A.  Jesus’ Character and Authority (chs. 14-17)


B.  The Fourth Discourse:  The Character and Authority of the Church (18:1-35)

VI.  Kingdom Blessings and Kingdom Judgments (chs. 19-25)


A.  From Galilee to Jerusalem (chs. 19, 20)



1.  Family Life within the Kingdom (19:1-15)



2.  Entering the Kingdom (19:16-20:16)


3.  Opening the Eyes of the Spiritually and Physically Blind (20:17-34)
*****************



Let us read the passage that we will consider today, Matthew 20:17-34.



17And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way He said to them, 18“See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death 19and deliver Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and He will be raised on the third day.”



20Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to Him with her sons, and kneeling before Him she asked Him for something.


21And He said to her, “What do you want?”  


She said to Him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at Your right hand and one at Your left, in Your kingdom.”


22Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?”  


They said to Him, “We are able.”


23He said to them, “You will drink My cup, but to sit at My right hand and at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”


24And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers.  25But Jesus called them to Him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.  26It shall not be so among you.  But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 



29And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed Him.  30And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”


31The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”


32And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 


33They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  34And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.


We have been following an outline of Matthew’s Gospel, which has been pretty good, reflecting the contents of the sections to which it speaks.  However, the description of the contents in our outline of the passage we just read, seems to me to be rather weak.  The outline refers to the content of this section as, “Opening the Eyes of the Spiritually and Physically Blind (20:17-34), but this does not seem to adequately describe our passage.  There is no direct reference to Jesus opening the eyes of the spiritually blind in this passage.  The contents can best be described in the following way:

  I.  Jesus’ Third Prediction of His Passion (20:17-19)

 II.  Jesus and the Sons of Zebedee (20:20-28)


III.  The Healing of Two Blind Men (20:29-34)


  I.  Jesus’ Third Prediction of His Passion (20:17-19)



Let us consider in detail these few verses of Matthew 20:17-19.



17“And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way He said to them, 18‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death 19and deliver Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and He will be raised on the third day.’”


A.  The mission of the Messiah 



The long journey to Jerusalem from Galilee is nearly completed.  It would seem that the closer they came to the city, the more resolute the Lord became.  In Mark’s account, we read of the Lord leading the way, and the disciples were “amazed”, while those who followed were “afraid” (Mark 10:32)  It would seem all were aware a crisis was imminent.  Great events were about to transpire.  They were all impressed with our Lord’s courage and resoluteness to face the challenge squarely.



Our Lord and His disciples are traveling from Galilee to Jerusalem.  Many followed Him on His journey and many came to Him when He passed near them.  He healed many.  He taught many.  It would be the last occasion that He would minister to the populace at large.  They were not far from Jericho, where they would turn to the west and leave the Jordan River Valley, the lowest on the earth at 1340 feet below sea level, and travel up through the mountains to Jerusalem, which lie at 3800’ above sea level.  It was at this time that our Lord pulled His 12 Apostles aside and instructed them once again about His impending death.  The kingdom would come, but it would come through His suffering and death, and then upon His resurrection on the third day.  In this way Jesus was showing His disciples that “although eternal life is promised, the path to it is by way of the suffering of Jesus.”
 



This is the third occasion on which our Lord makes reference of His Passion to His disciples.  The first was in Matthew 16:21-23, the second, Matthew 17:22-23.  Those were briefly worded statements of which the disciples had little understanding.  They read as follows, the first being:


“From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  22And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from you, Lord!  This shall never happen to You.’  23But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  You are a hindrance to Me.  For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.’”  (Matt 16:21-23)
The second reads,

“As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.’  And they were greatly distressed.’” (Matt. 17:22-23).  


On this third occasion that He spoke to His disciples of His impending passion in Jerusalem, we read that our Lord and His disciples are near to Jerusalem, and so the immediacy of the event is being pressed upon them.  This third announcement reads:



17“And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way He said to them, 18‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death 19and deliver Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and He will be raised on the third day.’”



To suffer and die and be raised the third day was our Lord’s destiny.  He would suffer rejection, suffer pain and death, and then be raised the third day.  He would not fail His calling.  He would be obedient to His Father and to all that was written of Him, even unto death.  Throughout His life and ministry He lived with this end in view.  In the wilderness the devil had offered Him an easier course to glory, one which would entail no pain, no suffering of rejection.  But our Lord in effect said, “No, I will not take the easy way out and compromise obedience or fidelity to the Father for the sake of comfort, popularity, or self-exaltation, I would choose rather to suffer and die than to be unfaithful.”  And the devil had come to him again through one of His own disciples, Peter, in order to turn Him away from His sufferings and death.  But Jesus rebuked Peter, “You are a hindrance to Me.  For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”


We should be similarly resolved to so live before God.  Often times alternative paths are set before us.  One is the way of the Lord which is the path of righteousness, but it entails difficulty and suffering.  The other is a path to “glory”, as the world counts it--wealth and honor and worldly happiness, and it has fewer obstacles; it is the easier, more pleasant way.  The easy way involves compromise and surrender and defection from the will of god.  We are to choose the right, the good, the true, the noble, though hard and difficult, over the easy, the pleasurable, the wrong, the evil.  This is taught throughout the Scriptures as the course or the way of salvation.



The Apostle Paul taught this way of the Christian life to his converts.  After he had been stoned and left for dead for proclaiming Christ before unbelievers, Paul returned to the new Christians to teach and encourage them respecting their own encounter with hardship and difficulty living the Christian life.



“When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:21f)


Peter also sought to warn and encourage Christians to endure hardship.



“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. (1 Pet. 4:12f)



The classic, Pilgrim’s Progress, by John Bunyan, presents this way of life so clearly in such graphic ways.  Christian, the main character in Bunyan’s story, in order to arrive at the Celestial City, had to leave his home of the City of Destruction, go through the Slough of Despond, the narrow Wicket Gate, on up the Hill Difficulty, past Doubting Castle and Giant Despair, through the Valley of Humiliation fighting and withstanding the devil--Apollyon, onward through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, through the city of Vanity Fair, through the River of Death, before finally arriving at the Gate of the Celestial City.  The Christian life is a path of faith, it is a way of obedience, but it is a course of life which is beset with difficulty and disappointment.  Yes, there are occasions of refreshment and encouragement, but it would seem in measure only to provide sufficient grace to get us through our next trial.



This was the course our Lord travelled, and it is the path His people are to follow.  As our Lord said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt. 16:24).


But it would seem that an alternative brand of Christianity is always present.  The promise or presentation of life apart from encountering and enduring these things.  There are those who say that you can have life to the fullest and avoid these kinds of things, that you can believe on the Lord respecting certain things, but order your life in a manner which is not in accord with what you say you believe, and still come out okay in the end.



I once read an excellent little book entitled, Dining with the Devil: The Megachurch Movement Flirts with Modernity, written by Os Guinness.  The last chapter of the book the author included a short story written long ago by Nathaniel Hawthorne, an early American writer most known for his story, The Scarlet Letter.  This short story is called “The Celestial Rail-Road.”  It is an addition, or “appendix”, of The Pilgrim’s Progress, which tells of an improved means of travel from the City of Destruction, to the Celestial City.  A Railroad is constructed which carries “pilgrims” to heaven bypassing all the difficulty and suffering which Christian had to endure.  A conductor, named Mr. Smooth-it-away escorted many passengers on their journey.  This railroad was the latest thing which assured the ease of all pilgrims.


--  A bridge was built over the Slough of Despond. 


--  A tunnel was constructed through the Hill Difficulty, 


--  The burden of sins which Christian had to carry on his back?  They were all thrown in the baggage car.


--  Apollyon, that hideous fiend that Christian had to fight with his armor and sword?  He, Apollyon was employed as the engineer of the train.


--  Of course the train made a long rest stop at the township of Vanity Fair. 
Here is a brief excerpt:



The passengers being all comfortably seated, we now rattled away merrily, accomplishing a greater distance in ten minutes, than Christian probably trudged over, in a day.  It was laughable, while we glanced along, as it were, at the tail of a thunder-bolt, to observe two dusty foot-travelers, in the old pilgrim-guise, with cockle-shell and staff, their mystic rolls of parchment in their hands, and their intolerable burdens on their backs.  The preposterous obstinacy of these honest people in persisting to groan and stumble along the difficult pathway, rather than take advantage of modem improvements, excited great mirth among our wiser brotherhood.  We greeted the two pilgrims with many pleasant gibes and a roar of laughter; whereupon, they gazed at us with such woeful and absurdly compassionate visages, that our merriment grew tenfold more obstreperous.  Apollyon, also, entered heartily into the fun, and contrived to flirt the smoke and flame of the engine, or of his own breath, into their faces, and enveloped them in an atmosphere of scalding steam.  These little practical jokes amused us mightily, and doubtless afforded the pilgrims the gratification of considering themselves martyrs.

Beware of that kind of Christianity.  Our Lord would suffer in Jerusalem.  We will have our time and place of suffering also.


We see secondly, 


B.  The further training of the Twelve



The Lord spoke to The Twelve privately and directly of what would soon transpire.  Why did He do this with them?



1.  The uniqueness of the Twelve.  As we have pointed out, the fact that there were 12 is significant.  These 12, were a special group.  Do you see how the NIV identified this group with a capital “T”?  They were The Twelve.  Soon, the leadership of the people of God would be wrestled from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and entrusted to these followers of Jesus.  The vineyard of God would be taken from them and entrusted to those who would render Him His fruit in season.  The Twelve were to be the future leaders of the Israel of God.  There were 12 tribes of Israel.  There were 12 Apostles.  Upon them the entire future work of God would be built.  The church was built on the foundation of the Apostles and their testimony (cf. Eph. 2:2).



2.  The witness of the Twelve



The Twelve were with Him for a purpose.  They were to be witnesses to what they were about to witness.  It was fitting that He inform them ahead of time what would occur.  After His resurrection, He appeared and spoke with them and commissioned them to be witnesses (cf. Acts 1:8).  It is apparent from the Book of Acts they were faithful to this task.
 



3.  The testimony of the Twelve’s witness



Of what was it they were to testify?  There were to proclaim a suffering Christ, a dying Christ, a risen Christ, Who is made Lord over all things, a Christ who will judge the world.  And a Christ who has the authority to forgive sins and transform lives.



4.  The fellowship of the Twelve



I do not think that He was only informing His apostles so as to instruct them, but He was extending to them His fellowship also.  It is only those with whom we feel or want to be closest that we open our hearts and inform them of our trials.  Our Lord did so with His closest followers.  In His sufferings, they could be closest to Him.  Only a few days later He would ask 3 of the 12 to come aside with Him and pray in the garden with Him.  He desired their fellowship.  




a.  Fellowship with Christ is found in Suffering --  “We are going up to Jerusalem”



There is a unique quality to a fellowship which is born in suffering.  Some of the people who feel closest to me are those whom I have been with when they were suffering.  I have performed numbers of funerals over the years.  There seems to be a bonding which takes place with those who stand with us in our trials.



The Apostle Paul spoke of a “fellowship of His (the Lord’s) sufferings.”  Philippians 3:10: “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”



This type and level of fellowship with Christ is experienced when we suffer and we sense either that we are encountering what He encountered--hence a sense of comradory--or, that He is standing with us in our suffering.  If you would know Jesus thoroughly, you will have to encounter this kind of fellowship.




b.  Fellowship with Christ is found in the Scriptures.  --  “We read in Luke’s account, “We are going up to Jerusalem and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled” (Luke 18:31).  If you want to have fellowship with Jesus, you will find Him in the Scriptures.  Later, after His resurrection, He would appear to two of His followers.  Without revealing His identity, we read, “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27).  The two later said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32).  The point is that you may have fellowship with Christ in the Scriptures.



Do not say you are having fellowship with Him if you are not in the Scriptures.  Your fellowship is of a weak, imperfect kind.  God speaks to His children through His written Word, the Bible.  Bible reading is not merely a dutiful exercise we expend out of obligation.  We meet Christ and He meets us in the pages of Scripture.  It was a Christ-guided tour through history revealing the plan and mind of God which caused the hearts of the disciples to burn within them.  He says to us as He said to His disciples, “Sit down here and open the book, and let Me show you wondrous things about Myself. that you know not.”


C.  The sufferings of the Messiah



On this occasion the Lord gives details of his death which had not been previously revealed.  In Luke’s Gospel we read our Lord’s words,



31“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.  32For He will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon.  33And after flogging Him, they will kill Him, and on the third day He will rise.” (Luke 18:31-33)
“Our Lord was forecasting His death in mournful details.”  Can we imagine enduring this kind of treatment?  It would be hard doing so, it would be harder still knowing the details ahead of time.  It is not clear when in His life the Lord became aware of His fate, but it must have been so early on.



He would be handed over to the Gentiles.  This is a new detail which had not been made known earlier to His disciples.  This speaks of His betrayal and rejection by His own people.  He was disowned by them.  “He came to His own and His own received Him not.”  They desired nothing of Him but desired Him to be put to death.  He would suffer indignity.  The One Who was deserving of all honor and adoration is publicly degraded by these brute animals.  He would suffer abuse.  The One Who would one day judge the world in righteousness, suffers gross injustice.  He would suffer death.  The Author of life is put to death.  This is somewhat of an understatement.  For the details of the death of the cross are passed over here.


D.  The glories of the Messiah



Our Lord would be raised.  The briefest detail is given.  He would be raised and then the benefit of His agonies would be administered to His own.  The reference here to His being raised probably speaks of His vindication.  The Jews and Gentiles cruelly put Him to death, but He was raised triumphantly.  By the way the passive voice of the verb speaks of the Father’s action.  He was raised from the dead by the Father; again, a sense of His Father’s vindication is suggested.


E.  The ignorance of the disciples.  This is amazing.  We see the disciples were in ignorance in spite of the clear forthright statements of the Master.  Why was this so?  Well, the primary reason was that it was “hid from their eyes.”  We can only speculate as to why.  Perhaps it was designed to show them (and us) the need for divine assistance in understanding spiritual things.



When the Scriptures are understood in a way so that the heart apprehends them, it is a work of the Spirit.  Spiritual understanding is a result of the Spirit blessing our thought processes as we reflect on His Word.  This is why prayer is so essential in understanding the will of God.
  He must open our understanding so that we may comprehend what His Word says.



The scene concludes with a sense of Christ being alone to face His destiny.  What He would have to do, He would have to do alone entirely.  His sufferings on our behalf could not be borne by any others, but Himself.  They went on from there.  


 II.  Jesus and the sons of Zebedee (20:20-28)



The disciples anticipated the inauguration of the kingdom of God when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem.  A mother came to Jesus on behalf of her sons, James and John, who were sons of their father Zebedee.  It would seem that the sons had sent their mother to Jesus.  When the Lord answered her request, He directed His answer to her and her two sons (cf. 20:22).
  Who was this mother?  She may well have been Salome, the sister of Mary, the mother of our Lord.
  She and other women travelled with our Lord and His disciples extensively and at least some of the women were responsible for the financial support of the apostolic team.
  Perhaps she had heard our Lord tell His disciples that they would be seated on twelve thrones ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel.  She desired that her two sons would have the first and second seats of priority and honor.



But our Lord responded to them. 



22Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?”  



They said to Him, “We are able.”



23He said to them, “You will drink My cup, but to sit at My right hand and at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”

The “cup” was a metaphor of the appointed will of God.  For our Lord, His cup was the sufferings of the cross which He would endure (cf. Matt. 26:39).  It would seem that these two disciples thought too well of themselves, that they could endure what He would endure.  Our Lord told them that they would indeed suffer similarly to His own sufferings.  According to tradition, this is what did happen to all of the apostles, except for John.  But our Lord declared that the position or stature of people in the kingdom is determined by God the Father.  God is sovereign in these matters.  He will reward His people and He will exalt them whom He deems warrant His approbation.



The ten were indignant when they heard that the sons of Zebedee sought their own advancement by the Lord.  Our Lord then took this occasion to speak of the matter of the authority that people possess within the kingdom of God.  Verse 25ff read,

25But Jesus called them to Him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.  26It shall not be so among you.  But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 



We might have expected a tearful scene.  But instead, we witness a dispute among these men.  This is amazing.  There is strife over which one of them is the greatest.  


There is much said about strife in the Scriptures.  It would make a good study.  The Word of God details for us the causes of strife and the way to settle it.  Strife may be caused by an angry man (Prov. 15:18); or a scornful person, one who mocks, criticizes in a biting fashion.  “Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease” (Pro 22:10).  Strife is caused by a talebearer: “Where no wood is, there the fire goes out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceases” (Prov. 26:20).  But strife is also caused by pride, and that is what we have here in the disciples: “He that is of a proud heart stirs up strife” (Prov. 28:25).



When a man is only concerned about himself, his stature, his well-being, and he uses others about him as standards of measurement, and you put him in a group of people, strife will result.  And if you put as many as 11 men in a group who are all characterized by this way of thinking, indeed you will have much disputing.



Our Lord set forth principles of authority for Christian leaders (22:25-27).  Our Lord rebukes His disciples and gives them instruction on Christian authority.



Let us first consider the world’s view of authority.  Essentially, authority as shaped by the world is viewed in two ways:



1.  The right to dominate



When people get into a position of power, and if they are governed by sinful nature, they tend to want to dominate others.  They have been under someone else’s thumb, now it’s their turn.  “I’m the boss here; do what I say.”  Husband, as leader of your home, if your wife or kids perceive this to be your attitude, you can expect either strife or a brow-beat wife and kids.



2.  The right to be served



The world views authority as the right to be served by others.  People in authority are too often driven by selfishness.  Again, “I am the boss and you are here to serve me.”  Wife and mother,  if your children perceive you are selfish, you will generate strife in your home.



When the Lord saw His disciples acting in this manner, He essentially said, “Cut it out.  Lost people act that way!”



The Christian view of authority is in Matthew 20:26, 27.


Jesus said, “It shall not be so among you.  But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave.”  
All authority which we have should be employed in serving others.  Authority is never to be used to gain dominance or control over others--that is self-serving, self-exalting.  We are to be servants, using the authority with which we have been entrusted to serve others, ministering to their practical needs as well as their spiritual: providing instruction, exhortation, encouragement, rebuke and correction, if needed.



If you are one of the “greatest”, that is, the one who has authority, you should use it as though you were the youngest, having no rights or claims for others to serve you, but only responsibility to serve others about you. 


C.  The Lord’s example of exercising authority (20:28).


Jesus said, “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (20:28).  In contrast to the accepted notion that one with greater authority expects to be served by others, our Lord was serving others with the authority that had been given to Him.  He never used His authority to manipulate or bring personal benefit to Himself.  He was devoted to serving His Father, serving the poor and needy, serving His disciples, by healing and instructing in the Word of God.  The sign of maturity and greatness as far as the Lord is concerned is:



1.  The one who does not ask, “what’s in it for me?”, but rather, “what may I give to others.”



2.  The one who does not say with defiance, “I’m not being fed”, but asks sincerely, “How might I feed others.”



3.  the one who is not saying angrily, “my needs are not being met”, but asks, “how might I meet the true needs of others.”


When our Lord said of His purpose, “to give His life as a ransom for many” (20:28), we see His work of atonement set before us.  He gave His life as a ransom.  This speaks of a payment price that our Lord paid for the release, for the freedom of His people.  When Adam sinned, the whole human race was placed in slavery.  We are slaves to sin, the condition from which we need to be redeemed.  As a slave would be purchased in the slave market, our Lord purchased us with the price of His own blood. 



We read that He was “to give His life as a ransom for many.”  We are Reformed in our understanding of the Scriptures, which is another way of saying that we are Calvinistic.  We preach a free offer of Christ to all sinners everywhere as the only way of salvation available to all people everywhere.  But when we speak for whom it was that Christ paid for their sins, we would say that it was not all, but “many”, as we read here in Matthew 20:29.  Christ died and paid the ransom price for all believers.  Their sins and theirs only have been atoned for by the death of Christ.  This is what we mean by limited atonement, or definite atonement.  Our Lord did not intend to die for all humanity indiscriminately, but rather,  He said that He came “to give His life as a ransom for many.”

III.  The Healing of Two Blind Men (20:29-34)



In Jericho, Matthew records that the Lord showed mercy on two persons: one of the blind men Mark identifies as Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46).  This episode serves as a climax to our Lord’s public ministry, just before arriving at Jerusalem.  


There are several points are being emphasized in our story: 


(1) Faith in Jesus as the Messiah; 


(2) Compassion of Jesus toward helpless persons  


(3) His calling of outcasts to Himself  


(4) Glorification of God through the work of Jesus



Here were two poor blind men.  They were afflicted with two evils, they were blind, but they were also powerless (helpless), for they were poor (cf. Luke 18:35).  Had they been poor, but could see, they could have had hope to lift themselves from poverty.  Had they been blind, but rich, they could have provided a measure of comfort for themselves even in their blindness.  But theirs was a sad case.  They were both blind and poor.  We read of them begging at the entrance to Jericho.  But these men, though poor beggars, had what others of Jericho did not have:  They had faith.


A.  The presence of faith in these blind men


These men had spiritual sight, though they were physically blind.  We see these men, therefore, blessed beyond most of that town, Jericho, for though they were blind with regard to physical sight, they had spiritual (in)sight that others lacked.  They knew Jesus to be the Messiah, the “Son of David” and that Jesus could heal them of their blindness.  It is better to see spiritually though be blind physically, than to be able see physically and be blind spiritually.  It is better to see Jesus with the eye of faith than to see him with physical eyes.  Most all of that town could see Jesus physically, but few could see Him spiritually; however, these two men were of those blessed persons, though they were physically blind, they “saw” Jesus quite clearly, for Who He was.



2.  A natural man may have physical sight, but he is spiritually blind.


These men had been the objects of God’s grace, in that they had the ability to see spiritually, for a natural man, a man apart from the saving grace of God, does not have this ability.  Now it is true that a natural man does not want to see spiritually, he prefers not to because of the condition of his heart.  But it is equally true that he cannot see spiritually, because a graceless man is a spiritually blind man.


-- The eyes of his understanding are dim.

--  His heart is wrapped in darkness.

--  He does not see his sin.

--  He does not see his need for a Savior.



And perhaps this is the worse aspect of his condition: he is blind to the fact that he is spiritually blind.  These poor men knew they were physically blind; but spiritually blind people do not know that they are spiritually blind unless God reveals even this to them.



3.  A saved man has his spiritual sight partially restored



Every one of us, and I am speaking of true Christians, have our spiritual sight partially restored.  We are in a condition like the man whom Jesus healed in two stages.  After Jesus first put clay mixed with His spittle in the man’s eyes, he could see, but only with distortion; he saw men as trees walking about.
  Then Jesus healed him completely.  We are like that.  Jesus has restored our sight presently to a measure, but we still do not see things fully or clearly.  We will one day when we stand before Him; we will see clearly then.  But until then we are given enough spiritual sight to get us through this life.  We still need to be led by the hand, although we see enough Who it is we are trusting to lead us and where we have to go.



We should always be praying that better sight be given to us (cf. Eph. 1:17-19a).  We all should be continually calling out to Jesus as did these blind men, asking the Lord to give us spiritual sight, that we might understand ourselves more fully, more fully know Him, and know more fully how we may live before Him.  A spiritually blind person does not see his need to see.  A person who has had his spiritual sight partially restored, sees his need to see more clearly.


B.  The content of the faith of these blind men


1.  They knew that Jesus was the Messiah (20:30).  They asked what all the commotion was, who was approaching the city.  The answer given to him was, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  But immediately, the blind men began crying out, not “Jesus of Nazareth have mercy on us”, rather, “Son of David, have mercy on us.”  This is a Messianic title.  The Messiah--the Christ--was to be the Son of David.  Because these men “saw” that Jesus was the Messiah, they called him by this title.



2.  They knew that Jesus had the power to heal their blindness.  As the Messiah, he would be commissioned to “give sight to the blind” (Luke 4:18).  These men either knew the Scriptures or had heard from others that Jesus was in the sight-restoring business.  They wanted to be a recipient of this blessing.



3.  They knew that Jesus might be responsive to their plea, though they had nothing to give in exchange.  They were blind beggars.  They could not work for their food.  They did not deserve any compensation from anyone.  They had to depend on the mercy and free handouts of passersby’s.  Well, now Jesus was passing by, and they knew that Jesus both had that which they needed, and they knew that Jesus was of a disposition to distribute His goods freely.  They were aware that they could receive freely from the hand of Jesus that which they could not purchase with money or deeds.



4.  They knew that Jesus was a merciful Messiah.  Their plea was one based on mercy.  They did not see God as owing them anything, that physical sight was something that was owed to them because others possessed it.  They saw sight as a gift of God that Jesus could bestow or withhold, but they knew that Jesus, the Son of David, would be responsive to their plea for mercy.


C.  The working of the faith of these blind men. 


1.  Faith persisted in its petition (20:31).  Faith stopped the Lord Jesus.  “The cry of mercy moved the Lord to stop and listen.”  



2.  Faith offered its petition (20:33)


3.  Faith obtained its petition (20:34)


4.  Faith brought glory to God (20:34)


May the Lord give each of us this kind and this measure of faith in Him.
� I. H. Marshall, The Gospel of Luke; A Commentary on the Greek Text (Eerdmans, 1978), p. 689.  This was his comment on the parallel passage in Luke 18:31-34. 


� Os Guinness, Dining with the Devil, p. 95.


� Cf. 2:32; 3:14f, 5:30-32; 10:39-43.


� Cf. Colossians 1:9-12  


� The Greek verbs are second person plural--“you” plural, not singular. 


� Cf. Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; 16:1; John 19:25; 


� Cf. Luke 8:3


� Mark 8:24
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