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Text: Matthew 20:17-34
The Gospel of Matthew (78)

The King enters Jerusalem
Our current progress through Matthew:

I.  Prologue (chs. 1, 2)

II.  The Kingdom Comes (chs. 3-7)

III.  The Works of the Kingdom (chs. 8-10)

IV.  The Nature of the Kingdom (chs. 11-13)

V.  The Authority of the Kingdom (chs. 14-18)


A.  Jesus’ Character and Authority (chs. 14-17)


B.  The Fourth Discourse:  The Character and Authority of the Church (18:1-35)

VI.  Kingdom Blessings and Kingdom Judgments (chs. 19-25)


A.  From Galilee to Jerusalem (chs. 19, 20)



1.  Family Life within the Kingdom (19:1-15)



2.  Entering the Kingdom (19:16-20:16)


3.  Opening the Eyes of the Spiritually and Physically Blind (20:17-34)

B.  The King enters Jerusalem (chs. 21-23)


1.  Triumphal Entry and Cleansing the Temple (21:1-22)

*****************



Last week we did not complete our consideration of the passage of Matthew 20:17-34.  We read, but did not address, the incident in which our Lord healed two blind men.  Let us first consider this episode before we move on to our next section.  Matthew 20:29-34 read:



29And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed Him.  30And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”


31The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”


32And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 


33They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  34And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.

III.  The Healing of Two Blind Men (20:29-34)



When our Lord and His disciples were passing through Jericho on their way to Jerusalem, Matthew records that the Lord showed mercy on two persons.  Mark identifies one of the blind men by name: Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46).  This episode serves as a climax to our Lord’s public ministry, just before arriving at Jerusalem.  


There are several points are being emphasized in our story: 


(1)  Faith in Jesus as the Messiah; 


(2)  Compassion of Jesus toward helpless persons  


(3)  Jesus calling of outcasts to Himself  


(4)  The glorification of God through the work of Jesus



Here were two poor blind men.  They were afflicted with two evils, they were blind, but they were also powerless (helpless), for they were poor (cf. Luke 18:35).  Had they been poor, but could see, they could have had hope to lift themselves from poverty.  Had they been blind, but rich, they could have provided a measure of comfort for themselves even in their blindness.  But theirs was a sad case.  They were both blind and poor.  We read of them begging at the entrance to Jericho.  But these men, though poor beggars, had what others of Jericho did not have:  They had faith.


A.  The presence of faith in these blind men


These men had spiritual sight, though they were physically blind.  We see these men, therefore, blessed beyond most of that town, Jericho, for though they were blind with regard to physical sight, they had spiritual (in)sight that others lacked.  They knew Jesus to be the Messiah, the “Son of David” and that Jesus could heal them of their blindness.  It is better to see spiritually though be blind physically, than to be able see physically and be blind spiritually.  It is better to see Jesus with the eye of faith than to see him with physical eyes.  Most all of that town could see Jesus physically, but few could see Him spiritually; however, these two men were of those blessed persons, though they were physically blind, they “saw” Jesus quite clearly, for Who He was.



A natural man, that is, an unconverted man, a non-Christian, may have physical sight, but he is spiritually blind.  These men had been the objects of God’s grace, in that they had the ability to see spiritually, for a natural man, a man apart from the saving grace of God, does not have this ability.  Now it is true that a natural man does not want to see spiritually, he prefers not to because of the condition of his heart.  But it is equally true that he cannot see spiritually, because a graceless man is a spiritually blind man.


--  The eyes of his spiritual understanding are dim.

--  His heart is wrapped in darkness.

--  He does not see his sin.

--  He does not see his need for a Savior.



And perhaps this is the worse aspect of a natural man’s condition: he is blind to the fact that he is spiritually blind.  But these poor men knew they were physically blind; but spiritually blind people do not know that they are spiritually, blind unless God reveals even this to them.



A saved man has his spiritual sight partially restored.  Every one of us, and I am speaking of true Christians, have our spiritual sight partially restored.  We are in a condition like the man whom Jesus healed in two stages.  After Jesus first put clay mixed with His spittle in the man’s eyes, he could see, but only with distortion; he saw men as trees walking about.
  Then Jesus healed him completely.  We are like that.  Jesus has restored our sight presently to a measure, but we still do not see things fully or clearly.  We will one day when we stand before Him; we will see clearly then.  Similarly, Paul wrote, “For now we see through a glass (literally, “in amirror”), darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known” (1 Cor. 13:12, KJV).  But until then, we are given enough spiritual sight to get us through this life.  We still need to be led by the hand, although we see enough Who it is we are trusting to lead us and where we have to go.



We should always be praying that better sight be given to us.  This is what Paul prayed for the Christians in the church at Ephesus.  He wrote,

17I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe… (Eph 1:17-19)
We all should be continually calling out to Jesus as did these blind men.  But whereas they asked for physical sight, we should call out and trust God to give us spiritual (in)sight, that we might understand ourselves more fully, might know Him more fully, and know more fully how we may live before Him.  A spiritually blind person does not see his need to see, but a person who has had his spiritual sight partially restored, sees his need to see more clearly.


B.  The content of the faith of these blind men


1.  They knew that Jesus was the Messiah (20:30).  
“And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, ‘Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!’”


The men heard the crowd, and asked what was the cause for all of the commotion.  “Who was approaching the city to cause such excitement?”  The answer given to him was, “Jesus.”
  But immediately, the blind men began crying out, not “Jesus (of Nazareth) have mercy on us”, rather, “Son of David, have mercy on us.”  This is a Messianic title.  The Messiah--the Christ--was to be the Son of David.  Because these men “saw” that Jesus was the Messiah, they called him by this title.



2.  They knew that Jesus had the power to heal their blindness.  As the Messiah, He would be commissioned to “give sight to the blind” (Luke 4:18).  These men either knew the Scriptures or had heard from others that Jesus was in the sight-restoring business.  They wanted to be recipients of this blessing.



3.  They knew that Jesus might be responsive to their plea, though they had nothing to give in exchange.  They were blind beggars.  They could not work for their food.  They did not deserve any compensation from anyone.  They had to depend on the mercy and free handouts of passersby’s.  Well, now Jesus was passing by, and they knew that Jesus both had that which they needed and they knew that Jesus was of a disposition to distribute His goods freely.  They were aware that they could receive freely from the hand of Jesus that which they could not purchase with money or deeds.



4.  They knew that Jesus was a merciful Messiah.  ‘Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”  Their plea was one based on mercy.  They did not see God as owing them anything, that physical sight was something that was owed to them because others possessed it.  They saw sight as a gift of God that Jesus could bestow or withhold, but they knew that Jesus, the Son of David, would be responsive to their plea for mercy.


C.  The working of the faith of these blind men. 


1.  Faith persisted in its petition (20:31).  When the men called after Jesus, “The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent.”  But they persisted.  Their faith would not stop their petioning Him.  But then we read that their faith stopped the Lord Jesus.  “The cry of mercy moved the Lord to stop and listen.”  



2.  Faith offered its petition (20:33).  Jesus asked them what it was they wanted from Him.  They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  


3.  Faith obtained its petition and brought glory to God (20:34).  “And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.”


May the Lord give each of us this kind and this measure of faith in Him.

*********************



We now come to a new division of our Gospel study.  Our outline describes the contents in this way: 


B.  The King enters Jerusalem (chs. 21-23)



1.  Triumphal Entry and Cleansing the Temple (21:1-22)



Beginning with 21:1 we read of our Lord’s arrival to the area of Jerusalem.  The Lord is given a triumphal entry by the people.  He then cleanses the temple of moneychangers.


I.  The triumphal entry on Palm Sunday (21:1-11)


We read of our Lord’s approach to the city where He would suffer and die and be raised on the third day.



1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 


4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5“Say to the daughter of Zion,

  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

   Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   And on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”



6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them.  8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  9And the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
  Hosanna in the highest!”


10And when He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”


11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” (Matt. 21:1-11)


We have travelled with our Lord and His disciples from Galilee and have arrived at the outskirts of Jerusalem.  Now events really begin to increase in intensity as the Lord moves toward His cross.



In verses 1 and 2 we read that the journeying party approaches from the east.  At the little village of Bethphage the Lord sent two disciples to find a donkey with its colt.  He rides this young animal toward the city while being lauded as a visiting King being received by a welcoming populace.  



The episode before us is commonly called “The Triumphal Entry.”  The Lord Jesus comes into Jerusalem after what seems to be…

A.  A miraculous preparation for entry (21:1-3)



Jesus instructs His disciples to locate a particular donkey.  According to Mark and Luke’s account, this donkey had never been ridden before.
  Some suggest that He had made previous arrangements regarding the use of this animal and that He was simply sending His disciples at the agreed time and to the appointed place.  Others have said that it was common to borrow animals in that day for such purposes (but that does not explain why the owners would loan an unbroken animal for that purpose).  But there seems to be a miraculous element here.  The fact that Jesus had indicated there would be possible resistance or objection to their untying the colt, and that a simple word of explanation of its usage would suffice for gaining its use, seems to suggest a miraculous element.  Jesus reveals a supernatural knowledge of the details.  I think that it serves to show that He knew exactly what awaited Him in Jerusalem.  His arrest, condemnation and death were no surprise to Him.  He knew exactly what was before Him.



Why was the animal they were to find to be one which had never been ridden?  It probably serves to signify the ceremonial purity of the animal rather than the thought of Jesus being able to pacify an unbroken animal. 



Why ride a donkey at all?  After all, He had walked from Galilee, a 100 mile journey.  The reason is that the Lord was fulfilling the messianic prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, which Matthew stated in verses 4 and 5. 

4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5“Say to the daughter of Zion,

  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

   Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   And on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”



A total of 550 years had passed since God spoke this word through His prophet Zechariah.  God had promised that He would send the promised king to His people, the elect of God, here described as “the daughter of Zion.”
  God would send them their “king.”  But the king is described as coming in peace, as a sovereign visiting in order to inspect His realm.  Here Jesus was the promised Messiah coming to Jerusalem to offer “peace”, that is, “the peace of God” -- salvation.  One described His action was as “a king laying claim to a city” (I. H. Marshall).  I see it more as a king visiting his city, to give it a royal inspection.


B.  A joyful and royal procession (21:6-9)



6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them.  8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  9And the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

  Hosanna in the highest!”



We read that the people welcomed their king.  This would have been the way a king would have been received in that day.  The crowd of followers began to cheer loudly, praising God for the Lord Jesus Who was coming in the name of God to reign on His behalf.  They voiced the words, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  Hosanna means “save now” or “save, pray.”  The people are calling upon the Lord Jesus to save them.  They knew that in the arrival of Jesus to Jeruslaem the time of their promised salvation had come to them.



The source for the quotation verse 9 is Psalm 118, in which praise to God is the theme throughout the psalm.   But more particularly, Psalm 118:26 is cited, the context which reads:

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  23This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  25Save us, we pray, O LORD!  O LORD, we pray, give us success!  26Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!  We bless you from the house of the LORD.” (Psa. 118:22-26)


Psalm 118 was one of the Hallel psalms, which included Psalms 113 through 118.  These were sung by the Jews at Passover time.  When this event occurred, Palm Sunday, it was during the seven day Feast of Unleavened bread, which culminated at the end of the week on Passover, when our Lord was crucified.



The people express the phrase, “Hosanna in the highest!”  Again, “hosanna” means “save now” or “save, pray.”  The people are expressing their knowledge and confidence that Jesus was the One through Whom God was bringing them salvation.



Now although their praise was good and right, as attested by the Lord Jesus, I think that we would have to say that their understanding was defective.  Their concern was not for a personal salvation from sin and God’s wrath; rather, they desired a liberation which was political.  Most, I suspect, desired freedom from their Roman oppressors, but not freedom from their sin.  Had they seen themselves as they truly were, sinners in need of pardon and cleansing, sinners for whom this Jesus would die in but a few days, they might be weeping rather than praising.



As the party moved closer to the city the people’s messianic expectations were aroused to a fevered height.  Acclamation of praise to God was made, and rightly so.  We read in verses 10 and 11, “And when He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, ‘Who is this?’  11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”  Jesus of Nazareth is seen to be a prophet and a king coming to save His people.


One can imagine this scene as the crowds increased and began to press closer.  The voices become louder and louder.  Excitement is building.  Persons who were merely curious began to join in.  The summit of Olivet was reached and the panorama of the golden city stretches before them.  All were joyful ecstatic in their praise.  But those who are closest to Jesus behold a curious spectacle.  The Lord Jesus does not seem to be of the same mood as that of the people.  The crowd continued its praise increasing its volume as the city is approached, but those closest to Jesus must have been puzzled.  For Luke’s Gospel tells us that while the people were rejoicing at His approach and entrance to Jerusalem, our Lord was weeping loudly.  What a great contrast between what our Lord was feeling and experiencing and what the crowds believed they were witnessing.


41And when He drew near and saw the city, He wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes.  43For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you.  And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” (Luke 19:41-44)


Perhaps as His disciples witnessed His reaction and listened to His words, perhaps they then began to recall His teachings concerning the fate of Jerusalem’s destruction resulting in their own exultation being moderated.  The point we may make is this:  excitement and enthusiasm about the things of God is not a true indicator of closeness to Jesus.  Zeal is good, when it is a zeal accompanied with knowledge.  But ignorant zeal, or mere enthusiasm, can be expressed by those who are quite far from understanding and even by those who are in actuality under the wrath of God, as were most of these people of Jerusalem.



Jonathan Edwards saw one of the main causes of the end of the revival in the American colonies of the 18th century, as being the false equating of enthusiasm with the presence of the Spirit of God.  In the height of revival that swept New England there were manifestations of outward heightened emotional states.  These came with the revival and were present wherever the revival was present.  But several years into the revival some preachers, who had begun to equate this emotional state with the Spirit’s presence, began to promote and attempt to produce the excitement in and of itself.  True revival soon died.  The Spirit had been quenched.



When one stands back and looks at Christendom, we see that millions and millions profess to be Christian.  And these people can become quite excited about the prospect of Jesus’ coming.  I remember a time in our little town in California in the early 70’s, among the young people there seemed to arise a great interest or enthusiasm about Jesus.  Bible studies were held in which 60, 70 young people would gather.  Everybody was talking about Jesus and His Second Coming.  Some of us non-Christians were ridiculing all those caught up in the fervor.  But before long the excitement died down, and scarcely a few out of that number continued to walk with the Lord.  



It is not how high you can jump when the name of Jesus is sounded that matters, but how straight you walk when you come back down to the ground.  We are not furthering the kingdom of Christ by producing mere enthusiasm for religious things.  We aim at true, deep, heart-deep, conversion to Jesus Christ.



Let us consider Jerusalem, the cause of His tears.  Why was it that He was weeping when He looke over Jerusalem?


1.  Jesus wept because the majority of Jews had forfeited their opportunity to repent and respond to Jesus as their Messiah.  They had missed the blessing of His ministry.  They had missed the blessing of His teaching.  The time was short, almost past.



How many opportunities have passed us by?  How many days have passed when the Lord Jesus would have pulled us aside in His Word and spoken to us from His Bible revealing Himself and His glorious ways to us?


2.  Jesus wept because of their present blindness.  They were blind spiritually; that is, they were ignorance of their true condition and God’s attitude toward them.  What were the causes of their “blindness?”



(a)  Spiritual blindness is present even at birth due to the effects of inherited sin.



(b)  Spiritual blindness results due to the grieving of the Spirit of God.



(c)  Spiritual blindness results due to one’s refusal to respond to previous light.



We need to see while there is light, for the time may come when there is none.  It is like going to bed at night.  You stand by the door see where you have to go, after you get your bearings you turn off the light and proceed to your bed.  Many times our lives are like that.  We do not always have light.  When we do have light we need to get our bearings so when the light fails, you still know the direction you have to go.  Our Lord taught in John 12:35-36,
“The light is among you for a little while longer.  Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you.  The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”



(d)  Spiritual blindness results from the direct judgment of God.  This is apparently the case for Jerusalem at this point.  The judgment of God was upon it.  They would not hear Him.  They would not respond to Him.  They would put Him to death.  He came to His own and His own received Him not.



3.  Jesus wept because of their judicial blindness.  God makes the seeing eye and the hearing ear, both physically and spiritually.   But further, for those who refuse to see and hear, He blinds and deafens so that they can no longer see and hear, that is, they cannot discern their condition or His will so as to remedy their condition.  Their judgment is thereby sealed.



4.  Jesus wept because of their future destruction.  He knew their fate, and it broke his heart. 



I wonder if any of us are a cause of Jesus weeping as He looks upon us?

B.  Let us consider Jesus Himself, the source of the tears



1.  His preference for mercy over judgment



2.  His genuine concern for his enemies



3.  His sympathy for those who encounter judgment



It was written by the ancient Jewish historian Josephus, that the Roman General Titus, who destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70 was moved with sympathy as well as indignation over the inhabitants of the city for their obstinacy and refusal to surrender.  Viewing the bodies of those who had perished from famine, Titus, “spreading out his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was not his doing.”  He offered them terms of peace.  They refused, bringing destruction upon themselves.  God offers terms of peace.  He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desires that they turn to Him, and surrender, ceasing their defiance to His rule over their lives.

� Mark 8:24


� “Jesus of Nazareth” in Mark 10:47 and Luke18:37.


� Mark 11:2; Luke 19:30


� Zion was one of the four hills on which Jerusalem was built.  The name Zion came to be another name for Jerusalem, particularly in its covenental standing before God. 
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